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About EuroDairy 

EuroDairy spans 14 countries, from Ireland to Poland, and from Sweden to Italy, 
encompassing 40% of dairy farmers, 45% of cows and 60% of European milk output. 
EuroDairy is an international network to increase the economic, social and 
environmental sustainability of dairy farming in Europe. EuroDairy fosters the 
development and dissemination of practice-based innovation in dairy farming, 
targeting key sustainability issues: socio economic resilience, resource efficiency, 
animal care, and the integration of milk production with biodiversity objectives. 
EuroDairy is funded by the EU Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme 
under Grant Agreement No 696364. 

 



1 
 

Contents 
Contents .................................................................................................................................................. 1 

1.0 Introduction ...................................................................................................................................... 2 

2.0 List of completed farmer exchanges ................................................................................................. 3 

2.1 Ireland to Belgium ......................................................................................................................... 3 

2.2 UK to Netherlands ......................................................................................................................... 4 

2.3 UK to Netherlands (2) ................................................................................................................. 10 

2.4 France to UK ................................................................................................................................ 11 

2.5 Netherlands to UK (Northern Ireland) ........................................................................................ 13 

2.6 Finland to Netherlands and Belgium .......................................................................................... 16 

2.7 Germany to Ireland ..................................................................................................................... 22 

2.8 France (Hauts de France) to United Kingdom (2) ....................................................................... 25 

2.9 Spain (Galicia) to Denmark ......................................................................................................... 28 

2.10 United Kingdom to France ........................................................................................................ 31 

2.11 France to Germany and Denmark ............................................................................................. 34 

2.12 Netherlands to France .............................................................................................................. 35 

2.13 Slovenia to Netherlands ............................................................................................................ 40 

2.14 Finland to Sweden..................................................................................................................... 43 

 

  



2 
 

1.0 Introduction 
 

The aim of the EuroDairy farmer exchanges was to connect farmers to share knowledge 
and experience. 

A total of 14 exchanges took place, with over 350 people participating.  These mainly 
involved farmers, however where appropriate advisors, scientists and students also 
attended.  While the focus of the exchanges was predominately on farm visits, a number 
of other organisations were visited including several research institutes, agricultural 
colleges, industry organisations, processors and legislatures. In total, 56 farms and 16 
other organisations were visited. 

A very wide range of topics were covered by the farmer exchanges across the four themes of 
resource efficiency, socio-economic resilience, animal care and biodiversity.  

A presentation on the farmer exchanges can be viewed on the EuroDairy website 
(https://eurodairy.eu/about/news/farmer-exchange-report/). 

Individual exchange reports can also be accessed via the EuroDairy website.  
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2.0 List of completed farmer exchanges 
2.1 Ireland to Belgium 
 

Date:    27th September 2016 – 29th September 2016  

Theme:    Socio-economic resilience 

No. farmers attending   19 

No. others attending   1 

No. Farms Visited   4 

No other places visited:   1 (European Parliament) 
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2.2 UK to Netherlands 
 

Date:    25th October 2016 – 27th October 2016  

Theme:    Animal Care: Benchmarking and reducing use of antibiotics 

No. farmers attending   10 

No. others attending   3 

No. farms Visited   3 

No other places visited:   3 
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2.3 UK to Netherlands (2)  
 

Date:    4th April 2017 to 6th April 2017 

Theme:    Animal Care: Housing and bedding innovations and best practices 

No. farmers attending   9 

No. others attending   5 

No. farms Visited   5 

No other places visited:   2 
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2.4 France to UK 
   

Date:    16th May 2017 to 18th May 2017 

Theme:    Socio-economic resilience – Adapting to price volatility 

No. farmers attending   12 

No. others attending   2 

No. farms Visited   4 

No other places visited:   1 
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2.5 Netherlands to UK (Northern Ireland) 
   

Date:    5th March 2018 to 8th March 2018 

Theme:    Socio-economic resilience  

No. farmers attending   27 

No. others attending   6 

No. farms Visited   2 

No other places visited:   4 
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2.6 Finland to Netherlands and Belgium 
   

Date:    26th March 2018 to 29th March 2018 

Theme:    Economic and environmental performance  

No. farmers attending   20 

No. others attending   8 

No. farms Visited   7 

No other places visited:   1 
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2.7 Germany to Ireland 
   

Date:    29th May to 1st June 2018 

Theme:    Resilient low-cost pasture production  

No. farmers attending   10 

No. others attending   2 

No. farms Visited   3 

No other places visited:   3 
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2.8 France (Hauts de France) to United Kingdom (2) 
   

Date:    30th May to 1st June 2018 

Theme:    Resource efficiency – Feed and grazing management  

    Animal Care – Reduction of antibiotics  

No. farmers attending   30 

No. others attending   3 

No. farms Visited   4 

No other places visited:   0 
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2.9 Spain (Galicia) to Denmark 
   

Date:    3rd June to 9th June 2018 

Theme:    Resource efficiency – Systems and technical management 

No. farmers attending   10 

No. others attending   1 

No. farms Visited   4 

No other places visited:   1 
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2.10 United Kingdom to France 
   

Date:    11th June to 13th June 2018 

Theme:    Resource efficiency – Use of home-grown forages, primarily Lucerne 

No. farmers attending   12 

No. others attending   0 

No. farms Visited   2 

No other places visited:   0 
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2.11 France to Germany and Denmark 
   

Date:    27th November to 30th November 2018 

Theme:    Grazing systems and lean management 

No. farmers attending   29 

No. others attending   12 

No. farms Visited   5 

No other places visited:   1 
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2.12 Netherlands to France 
   

Date:    8th January 2019 to 10th January 2019 

Theme:    Socio-economic resilience and resource efficiency 

No. farmers attending   15 

No. others attending   2 

No. farms Visited   4 

No other places visited:   1 
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2.13 Slovenia to Netherlands 
   

Date:    3rd October to 7th October 2018 

Theme: Animal Care – Innovative housing systems \ lowering ammonia 
emissions 

No. farmers attending   74 

No. others attending   10 

No. farms Visited   4 

No other places visited:   4 
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2.14 Finland to Sweden 
   

Date:    3rd December to 5th December 2018 

Theme: Socio-economic resilience  

No. farmers attending   12 

No. others attending   6 

No. farms Visited   2 

No other places visited:    
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