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Joe Taraba 

�Loose-housing with large, open resting area

�Not your grandfather’s bedded pack barn!

�Intensively managed compost process keeps 
cows dry and clean

�Risks for mismanagement higher than stall 
barns

�More management/less labor than stall barns
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�Minnesota: Foundation 
work, growth limited by 
bedding cost

�Kentucky: 80 to 90

� Israel: predominant system

�Brazil and Argentina: 
starting movement

�Netherlands, Denmark, 
Italy: active research and 
user groups
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NEW UK COMPOST 

BEDDED PACK BARN

• Increased milk 
yield

• Decreased 
SCC

• Decreased 
lameness

• Fewer culls
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Advantages

• Excellent cow 
comfort

• Low investment

• Good milk quality

• Manure handling

Disadvantages

• Sawdust availability

• Sawdust availability

• Higher variable costs

• Management ability

• Does not work well in 
retrofits

• Building footprint

Effective 
Composting

Facility 
Design

Adequate 
Ventilation

Stocking 
Density

Frequent 
Stirring
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� 15 Kentucky farms 

� 8 compost bedded pack

� 7 sand freestall

� On DHIA test

� Low SCC herds (yearly mean < 

300,000 cells/mL)
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�Manage barn for optimal 
composting

�Proper milking procedures

�Coliform mastitis vaccines

�Cooling at feedline

�Frequent alley scraping

UK Compost 

Resources
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Jeffrey Bewley, PhD, PAS

407 W.P. Garrigus Building

Lexington, KY  40546-0215

Phone: 859-257-7543

Fax: 859-257-7537

jbewley@uky.edu


