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Prioritise – Risk scoring
Score the likelihood and impact for each weather/climate scenario. 
Use the following suggested scoring:
Likelihood score: 1–5, where: rare = 1, unlikely = 2, moderate = 3, likely = 4, almost certain = 5
Magnitude of Impact score, 1–5, where: insignificant = 1, minor = 2, moderate = 3, major = 4, severe = 5
Multiply the Likelihood by the Magnitude of Impact:
Firstly, before any adaptation or resilience actions have been applied (A x B)
Secondly, after actions have been applied (C x D), to give two risk scores. Refer to the weather/climate hazard sections for more information on the potential impacts and actions
The higher the score, the higher the risk and the greater priority for action, a maximum of 25
When you consider how and when to implement action measures, focus initially on the scenarios with the highest net risk scores, and tick if the impact is a priority.
Table 1. On-farm risk and priority scoring chart
	Impact 
	A Likelihood (Before)
	B Impact (Before)
	A × B Risk (Before)
	C Likelihood (After)
	D Impact (After)
	C × D Net risk (After)
	Priority

	1. Summer daily max temp/heat extreme
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cattle and sheep heat stress
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Increased risk of fire in fields and in store 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Cattle at an increased risk of flies and odour (ammonia)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Feed ingredients heating and spoiling
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Heat stress of staff
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Drier summers/low summer rainfall
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Stress on groundwater supply
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Risk of disruption or limitations to the mains water supply
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Increased dust
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Lower river flows making abstraction more difficult
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Cattle, grass growth and feedstocks limited
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Sheep, grass growth and feedstocks limited
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	3. Winter daily temperatures
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Increased ventilation requirement
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Risk of pipework freezing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Increase in feed intake during cold weather
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Increased pest and disease prevalence in winter months
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	4. Average winter rainfall and daily extreme rainfall
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Surface water drainage system with likelihood of flooding
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Slurry stores could be overloaded/leaching and run-off from livestock manures/spreading prevented
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Potential for contaminated floodwater and surface water run-off from the site to cause pollution
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Gutters may not be able to cope or could overflow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Soakaways and swales could be overwhelmed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Foot dips could be become diluted by additional rainwater and risk overflowing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Flood water could contaminate livestock water supplies
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Feed spoilage and reduced feed stocks
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Risk of ditch flooding
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	5. Storms and wind
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Storms and high winds could damage building structures, with increased potential for odour and dust emissions and loss of power
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Power cuts caused by extreme weather could affect ventilation systems and on-farm real time monitoring
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Ability to transport animals reduced during severe storms
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	6. Sea level rise
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Inland site. Low impact expected
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Site located near the coast or an estuary. Potential increased risk of flooding with inaccessible fields, or above-field capacity, leading to reduced land availability for spreading manure or slurry
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
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