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Integrated programme of research and knowledge exchange

• Rotations

• Cultivations

• Compaction

• Organic matter

• Soil nutrients

• Cover crops

• Soil biology

• Soil health

• Precision farming 





Unearth a wealth of information on

soil management at

www.ahdb.org.uk/greatsoils



Why is soil management important?
Discussion



All soils are different



Credit: Think Soils, 

Environment Agency



Physical

• Texture

• Structure

• Drainage

Chemical

• pH

• N, P, K, Mg

• Minor nutrients

Biological 

• Earthworms

• Soil food web

• Microbiology



Soil health scorecard approach
Developing indicators for measuring and monitoring soil health





Improve soil health by

✓ Increasing organic matter inputs

✓ Increasing rotation (length and diversity)

✓ Reducing tillage intensity, where possible



Breakout session
Soil management issues on farm



Scenarios

Points of discussion

• What is the issue?

• What might have caused it?

• What could be done to alleviate it?

• What information do you need?

Roles

• One AHDB facilitator per group

• Help group keep on track

• Manage time

• Not to provide answers!

• One delegate to capture ideas

• One delegate to feed back at end



Group feedback
Soil management issues on farm



Farm A



Farm B



Farm C



Farm D



Farm E



Practical look at soils
Soil types and scorecards

Soil biology







www.ahdb.org.uk

‘Inspiring our farmers, growers 
and industry to succeed in a 

rapidly changing world’


