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Agronomists’ Induction: Session 4

Wheat fungicide margin challenge
Philip Dolbear, Senior Knowledge Exchange Manager (South West), AHDB

YEN & YEN nutrition
Emily Pope, Senior Knowledge Transfer Manager, AHDB

On-farm trials
Michelle Nuttall, Knowledge Exchange Manager (North West & NI), AHDB

Innovative Farmers field labs
Fiona Geary, Knowledge Transfer Manager, AHDB



Fungicide Challenge
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Sponsors
and funders



Comprehensive personal
report on natural
resources, crop growth
and any apparent yield
constraints

What do | get?

cx

Free soil health check and
free grain analysis, for
cereal and oilseed
members

0
it

Technical sessions on
yields with leading crop
experts along with
newsletters, monthly
actions and networking
sessions







YEN Awards

2018

« Highest wheat yield South West:
Howard Emmett of Cornwall, 10.3t/ha

 Best % of Potential Yield in % of
t/ha Bronze: Mark McCallum

2019

 Best % of Potential Yield in
% of t/ha South West: Howard
Emmett of Cornwall, 74% of 14.1 t/ha

2020

* Best % of Potential Yield (Field)
Bronze: Ashley Jones of Cornwall,
92% of 13.9 t/ha

* Regional Awards for field entries
for the Highest % of Potential
Yield The West: Ashley Jones of
Cornwall, 92% of 13.9 t/ha









The Monitor Farm Programme

*Interactive, independent and open
*Farm and regional focus

*Analyse real decisions

*Share best practice

*Opportunity for knowledge exchange



Monitor Farm Try-outs

*Local
*Independent
*Putting research into practice

*Allow a group of people to try something
without risk

*The whole group can see the impact/results
*Sparks ideas and conversations






Cover Crop Try-out

What are we testing?
* 6 different cover crops

DSV Beta Sola (egyptian clover, three varieties of nematode
resistant fodder radish, niger, bristle oats, common vetch)

Rye
Vetch
Phacelia
Mustard

Bare soil

«  Soil health scorecard
* Yield in following spring barley crop
«  Cost of production












What is Innovative Farmers?

Farmers + Researcher

|

Field lab



Anaerobic Digestate (AD) on soil microbiology and
nitrogen retention
Impact of digestate on soil microbiology and nitrogen retention by cover crops

Treatments at each site:
» Cover crops only

* AD only

« Cover crops + high rate AD

« Cover crops + low rate AD




Defoliation For CSFB control

Defoliation as a control for cabbage stem flea beetle (CSFB) larval populations in
ollseed rape
Results

 Defoliation reduced larval pressure by
an average of 68%

Treatments at each site:

» Defoliated (grazed/topped) o o
» Defoliation resulted in yield losses at

» Control all sites

* Most farmers would consider
defoliation to manage a forward crop
or weed control



No-till with living mulches

Potential for establishing no-till organic/low input arable
farming systems using a permanent living mulch
understory

Treatments at each site:

» Clover mix under-sown into a cereal
cash crop (grazed/topped before
direct/strip drilling)

» Control



Sheep grazing on cover crops

Impact of grazing sheep on over-winter cover crops on soil properties, crop
performance and management of livestock in an arable rotation

Three treatments at each site:
1) cover crop grazed

2) cover crop not grazed Co el Cover | siubble
(control)

crop not crop not
3) stubble grazed grazed




Flowering habitats for pest control NEW

Impact of flowering habitat establishment technique and
plant species mixtures on the distribution, diversity and
abundance of pest natural enemies

Assessments at each site:
* Flowering strips (in-field or margin)

» Control



Find a field lab

innovativefarmers.org/find-a-field-lab
Tick 'AHDB' to find our sponsored activity.

Start a field lab

Contact AHDB

ldeas can also be submitted by any grower or farmer
on innovativefarmers.org

Groups typically comprise 5-15 farmers.



https://www.innovativefarmers.org/find-a-field-lab/
https://www.innovativefarmers.org/

This evening

18:30 Meet in bar (cash bar)
19:00 Guests to be seated for dinner

Day 2

8:45 Session starts
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