AHDB Fungicide Performance on Winter wheat, Barley and Oilseed rape
AHDB Cereals and Oilseeds Fungicide Performance 2025

Project Ground Rules

The AHDB Fungicide Performance work will operate as outlined below.  

Aims
The project is designed to provide fungicide performance results that: 
· Are relevant to commercial use and simple to interpret for levy payers.
· Focus experimental resources in proportion to the relative economic importance of the major foliar and ear/pod diseases.
· Provide a strong test of performance under high pressure conditions.
· Aid in the identification and interpretation of shifts in fungicide efficacy resulting from changes in pathogen sensitivity.
· Are compatible with the existing AHDB data sets from previous fungicide performance projects.
· Deliver information to levy payers in time for the first season of commercial use of new fungicides. 
· Provide information, not farm-specific advice. 

Management
Co-ordination of the project and data management will be ‘in-house’ at AHDB, with external support on pathology, statistics and technology interaction.  Stakeholders will be represented on an AHDB-led Fungicide Working Group, which will:
· Agree protocols
· Interpret results
· Exchange information (under a strict confidentiality agreement) with collaborators in Ireland
· Formulate messages

Other individuals may be invited to participate in meetings as required to meet project aims. Members may designate someone to deputise for them if they cannot attend meetings.

Liaison with industry stakeholders
The AHDB FWG Chair will ensure active liaison with the crop protection industry, to co-ordinate:
· Provision of new products for inclusion.
· Feedback on results and messages prior to dissemination. 




Inclusion of products
The priority of AHDB is to test new active substances and modes of action relative to established ‘controls’. Although it is not possible to predict approval date with certainty, the aim should be to complete two years of trials on a new active prior to commercialisation, to provide robust and balanced information. 

The number of new products that can be tested in any season will be limited.  Hence, inclusion will have to be prioritised, in the following order:

1. Products containing a new broad-spectrum active substance. 
2. Products containing a new pathogen-specific active substance.
3. Filling data ‘gaps’ for recent active substances, where data for particular diseases are inadequate.
4. Comparing active substances against their baseline performance (where performance may have improved due to formulation/mixtures or deteriorated due to pathogen insensitivity).

Spectrum of activity will be used to determine the target diseases (and hence trial sites/varieties) against which each new product should be tested. Hence, the number of products that can be tested cannot be predicted exactly. 

Where a new active substance will only be available commercially as a formulated mixture, where possible the relevant mixture partner/s will also be included in the trials to determine the extent to which the new active substance is adding to spectrum and/or efficacy (whether by innate activity or synergy). 

In the event that trial space becomes limiting, new active substances will be prioritised accounting for the space required to test them as follows

1. straight new a.s. 
2. two-way mix - new a.s. with a standard 
3. two-way mix - new a.s. with a non-standard
4. three-way mix - new a.s with one or more standards.

Control products will be included in all trials. These will be widely recognised products within the industry with good understanding of their performance. These will act as baseline products against which performance of new products can be assessed. 

Plots may be available adjacent to the AHDB plots at some sites for commercially funded testing.  Partners may co-locate commercially funded testing at their discretion, but in doing so such experiments do not in any way become associated with or linked to the AHDB project.

Trials may be used for demonstration purposes with permission of AHDB. Visits to experimental sites by industry partners are welcome, to view standards and own products. 

Data confidentiality
Project participation will be subject to the confidentiality agreement contained in the project tender documents.  

All results (disease severity, green area and yield) remain confidential unless and until permission for release has been given by AHDB. The only exception to this is for feedback to industry partners on results and messages prior to dissemination. The first public release will normally be at the AHDB ‘Agronomy Conference’. After the ‘Agronomy Conference’, results can be used in knowledge transfer activities by the project partners and mean results from each disease will be made public via the AHDB website.  Access to the plot data will be limited to the FWG and those working directly for them. 

Results on new products will remain confidential until approval. The identity of coded products will not be disclosed by any party until product authorisation.  

Message formation and Knowledge Transfer
Messages will be: 
· Fair.
· Technically sound.
· Timely. 

Industry partners will be actively alerted to the messages coming out of the work, including significant changes in the resistance status of pathogen isolates recovered from the trials, so that their views can be taken into account prior to dissemination.  Communication will be via the FWG Chair or their representative.  If there are issues with messages that cannot be resolved by this route, a direct meeting of the FWG will be organised prior to dissemination.

Yield information from single spray timings will only be presented with caution and will be interpreted in context.  

Key dates

· FWG meeting - end October latest – to discuss trial data from preceding season/s and agree knowledge transfer messages.
· FWG meeting - end January latest – finalise products for inclusion in cereal trials and draft trial plans for coming season.
· July/August – select products for inclusion in OSR LLS and phoma trials
· Early July – optional in-season trial visits. 
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