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Chapter 1 - Marketing Chain

Table 1.1 UK pig meat supply balance (a)

Figure 1.1 UK product flows in the pig meat marketing chain in 2016

‘000 tonnes 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016* 2017 (f)

7roduction �25 ��� ��� 900 919 90�

ImWorts (cwe) 9�� 92� 9�� 9�� 1�0�� 9��

   -resh�Mroaen ��� �92 �9� �10 �90 �55

   )acon �02 292 �00 29� 2�� 2��

   7rocessed 25� 2�� 252 2�� 2�� 250

,_Worts (cwe) 20� 229 2�� 2�� 251 2�5

Total consumption 1�5�� 1�5�2 1�5�� 1���1 1��1� 1��15

SelM�suɉciency (�) 52�� 5��� 5��� 55�2 5��5 5��2
(a) Total imports and exports including processed meat. All fresh meat and processed products, 
including bacon, have been converted to carcase weight equivalent.
*Defra changed to calendar months from February 2016  
(f) forecast  
Source: Defra, IHS Maritime and Trade - Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC, AHDB 

3ive Wig e_Worts
5�9 head

£0.4 million

Pig slaughterings
10.99 million head

£1,426 million

Liveweight sales 0.5%
0.05 million head

£5 million

Deadweight sales 99.5%
10.94 million head

£1,422 million

Live pig imports
577,930 head
£56.5 million

Meat exports
Total — 250,900 tonnes
Pork — 218,100 tonnes
Bacon — 19,100 tonnes

Processed — 13,700 tonnes
Total — £334 million
Pork — £252 million
Bacon — £41 million

Processed — £41 million

Meat imports 
Total — 1,048,100 tonnes
Pork — 490,100 tonnes (a)
Bacon — 283,800 tonnes  

Processed — 274,200 tonnes
Total — £2,220 million
Pork — £778 million (a)
Bacon — £552 million

Processed — £891 million

Slaughtered production
919,200 tonnes

Wholesalers/depots/
traders

Total available for consumption
1.72 million tonnes

(a) Includes pork imports which are subsequently cured in the United Kingdom.   
Volumes are carcase weight equivalent     
Source: Defra, IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®
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Marketing Chain

Table 1.2 EU pig meat supply balance 

‘000 tonnes 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 (f)

Net production 22�519 22��5� 22�5�� 2��25� 2���09 2��2��

ImWorts 19 15 1� 11 12 12

,_Worts 2�191 2�2�� 1�9�� 2�21� 2��95 2�5��

*onsumWtion 20���� 20�1�� 20��00 21�050 20�52� 20��0�

SelM�suɉciency (�)  111  111  110  111  11�  112 

All data is carcase weight equivalent. (f) forecast
Note: The EU Commission has revised the series compared with last year’s edition of the pocketbook
Source: EU Commission     

What does this mean  
for the industry?

/elWing our levy Wayers maRe sense oM the issues as they 
evolve� /elWing Rey staReholders and .overnment to seeR  

the best Wossible deal Mor our industries outside the ,<�

httW:��www�ahdb�org�uR�bre_it
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Figure 2.1 Density of pigs, June 2013

Source: AHDB, Defra, Welsh Government, DARD, Scottish Government
Note: Data covers commercial holdings only

Chapter 2 - Pig Numbers
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Other sows �� �0 �� �� �5

;otal breeding sows �25 �21 �0� �0� �15

.ilts Mor breeding �2 �� �0 �5 �9

)oars Mor service 1� 15 1� 15 15

Feeding pigs ��95� ����� ���15 ��2�2 ���5�

Total pigs 4,481 4,885 4,815 4,739 4,866

Breeding pigs 
(‘000 head)

Number of  
holdings (‘000)

Average breeding  
herd size  

(head)
2000 �10 ��2 �5
2005 ��0 ��� �9
200� ��� ��2 ��
200� �55 ��1 ��
200� �21 ��1 �5
2009 �2� 5�� ��
2010 �2� ��0 �1
2011 ��2 ��0 �2
2012 �25 ��1 �0
201� �21 ��0 �0
201� �0� ��0 ��
2015 �0� ��� �2
201� �15 n�a n�a

Table 2.1 UK pig numbers, June survey

Table 2.2 UK female breeding pig herd and holding numbers, June survey

Source: Defra June Agricultural Survey  

Census methodology changed from June 2010 and, as a result, smaller units were omitted from the 
survey. Source: Defra June Agricultural Survey. n/a = Not available

Pig Numbers
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Pig Numbers

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

,ngland ��� ��� �2� �1� �2�

>ales 1� 1� 1� 1� 1�

Scotland �� �� �� �� ��

5orthern Ireland �� 9� 10� 10� 10�

Table 2.3 Breeding pig numbers by region, June survey

Figure 2.2 Breeding sow numbers

Source: Defra June Agricultural Survey

Source: Defra June Agricultural Survey, December census
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Figure 2.3 Breeding pig numbers in the EU
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Chapter 3 - Abattoirs
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Figure 3.1 English pig abattoir numbers

Table 3.1 Abattoirs slaughtering pigs in England

Abattoir 
numbers

Of which  
specialist pig  

abattoir numbers

Average annual 
throughput (head)

2000 1�5 2� 5��00�

2005 1�� 15 ����20

2010 12� 15 59�2��

201� 115 1� ���05�

2015 11� 1� ���299

201� 11� 1� �����9

Source: AHDB data based on abattoirs operating in the calendar year.
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12,370

8,791 9,411
10,277 10,627 10,733

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

14,000

2000 2005 2010 2014 2015 2016**

‘000 head

Abattoirs

Table 3.2 Size profile of all abattoirs slaughtering pigs in England, 2016

Table 3.3 Size profile of specialist pig abattoirs in England, 2016

Size group 
(head)

Number of 
abattoirs

Total  
throughput 

(head)

Average 
throughput 

(head)

Share of 
throughput 

(%)
1¶10�000 �9 20��502 2���9 2��

10�001¶�0�000 1� 2�����0 1��0�� ��2

�0�001¶100�000 9 ����95� �9���� 5�0

100�001¶500�000 � ��0�005 21��501 9��

% 500�001 � ��191���� �9��9�1 �9��

Total 118 9,008,018 76,339 100.0

Size group 
(head)

Number of 
abattoirs

Total  
throughput 

(head)

Average 
throughput 

(head)

Share of 
throughput 

(%)
1¶100�000 5 �5�10� 1��022 1�0

100�001� 9 ���55�9�0 1�1������ 99�0

Total 14 6,421,068 458,648 100.0

Source: AHDB data based on abattoirs operating in the calendar year.

Note: Specialist pig abattoirs are defined as plants where 95 per cent of slaughterings are pigs.
Source: AHDB data based on abattoirs operating in the calendar year.

;he e-ood*hain4aW Mrom 
(/+) is an interactive <2 
maW which Wlots a range oM 
inMormation� including the 
location oM abattoirs� auction 
marRets� meat Wrocessors 
and meat traders using colour 
coded pins.
;he maW can be accessed 
at the website: https://www.
emap.org.uk/map.aspx
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Chapter 4 - Slaughterings and Production

Table 4.1 UK pig slaughterings

Figure 4.1 Trends in UK clean pig slaughterings

‘000 head Sows and boars Clean pigs Total pigs

2000 �21 12���0 12��92

2005 202 ��9�1 9�1��

2010� 225 9��11 9���5

201� 2�� 10�22� 10���0

2015 2�5 10��2� 10���2

201��� 25� 10���� 10�990

*53-week statistical year
**Defra changed to calendar months from February 2016
Source: Defra, AHDB

*53-week statistical year
**Defra changed to calendar months from February 2016
Source: Defra

12,370

8,791 9,411
10,277 10,627 10,733
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4,000
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8,000
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14,000
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*

Note: Specialist pig abattoirs are defined as plants where 95 per cent of slaughterings are pigs.
Source: AHDB data based on abattoirs operating in the calendar year.
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Figure 4.3 Weekly sow culling, UK

Figure 4.2 Weekly clean pig slaughter, UK
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Slaughterings and Production

Figure 4.4 Average clean pig carcase weights, UK

Figure 4.5 Pig meat production trends, UK
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Table 4.2 Industry trends (productivity and production)

2000 2005 2010** 2014 2015 2016***

UK average sow productivity (a)

7igs Wer sow 19�0 1��� 20�2 2��9 25�� 25��

7ig meat Wer sow (Rg) 1���5 1���1 1�5�� 1�9�� 2�0�� 2�121

Slaughterings and production

*lean Wig slaughter 
  (�000 head) 12���0 ��9�1 9��11 10�22� 10��2� 10����

�(*> (Rg) �0�� �5�2 ���� �0�9 �1�� �2�1

= clean pig production 
(�000 tonnes) ��5 ��� ��� �2� ��� ��1

Sow�boar slaughter  
(�000 head) �21 202 225 2�� 2�5 25�

�(*> (Rg) 1���� 155�5 15��5 1�5�� 1���5 1���0

$ sow�boar meat  
Wroduction (�000 tonnes) �� 31 �5 �5 �� ��

Total pig meat production 
('000 tonnes) 923 706 772 863 899 919

*ACW = Average carcase weight 
**53-week statistical year
***Defra changed to calendar months from February 2016 
(a) NOT survey results. Based on relationship between clean pig slaughter and lagged breeding herd.
Source: Defra, AHDB
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Slaughterings and Production

Figure 4.6 Clean pig slaughterings: three-week rolling average, Germany

Figure 4.7 Weekly sow slaughterings, Germany
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Figure 4.8 EU pig meat production, 2016

Figure 4.9 Average pig carcase weights in the EU, 2016

Source: Eurostat

Source: Eurostat
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Table 5.1 GB deadweight pig prices

GB SPP  (EU Specification) GB APP  (EU Specification)

2014 2015 2016 2015–16 2014 2015 2016 2015–16

p/kg dw % 
change p/kg dw % 

change

1anuary � 1�0��0 11���� �1��� � 1���0� 121�59 �15��

February � 1�5�02 112��0 �1��5 � 1����2 11���� �15�9

4arch � 1�2��5 112��� �15�� � 1���5� 115�9� �15�1

April 1���2� 1�2�0� 11��19 �1��� 1�5�25 1���02 11���� �1��1

4ay 1���9� 1�1�2� 11��01 �11�� 1���12 1���02 119��� �12�2

1une 1����1 1�2�15 120��� ���5 1�5�51 1����� 12���5 �9�2

1uly 1�1��� 1���02 12��05 ���� 1����� 1���1� 1�0��� ����

August 15��1� 1�2��5 1�5�5� �2�� 1�0��� 1����� 1����5 �0��

SeWtember 15��0� 1�0��5 1�9�91 ���0 15���5 1����� 1�1�9� �5�2

October 152��1 12���1 1����� �1��� 15��1� 1�1��� 1���2� �11��

5ovember 1����� 12��25 1�9�92 �1��� 150��5 129�91 152�0� �1��1

+ecember 1���9� 12���5 151��0 �21�� 1����� 12��9� 15��5� �19��

Annual 
price 15���� � 1�1��� 129�12 �1�9 159��0 � 1�5��� 1�2�0� �2��

*Calculated using 3 months’ SPP/APP and 9 months’ DAPP  
Source: AHDB 

Chapter 5 - Livestock and Meat Prices

Figure 4.8 EU pig meat production, 2016
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Table 5.2 GB weaner prices

30kg weaners 7kg weaners

2014 2015 2016 2015–16 2014 2015 2016 2015–16

£ per head % 
change £ per head % 

change

1anuary 55��� �5��� ����0 �1��9 �2��� ���15 �0��� �11�0

February 5��20 �5�20 ����2 �19�0 �1��� ���51 29�1� �1��1

4arch 55�9� ����� ����� �1��1 �0�5� �2�9� 2��50 �1���

April 5���1 ����0 ����� �1��1 �0��9 ���1� 2���5 �1��0

4ay 5��1� ���2� ���5� �12�9 �0��� ���09 29�1� �11��

1une 5���9 ���2� �0�1� �9�2 �1��2 �2�92 �0�0� ����

1uly 5��02 ���29 �2��1 ���� �0�19 �2��5 �1�20 �5�0

August 5���� ����� �5�9� ���� �9�2� �2��0 33.11 �0�9

SeWtember 52��� ����� ����0 ���� ����� �2��9 ����9 ����

October ���99 ����0 �9��5 �1��� ���1� �2�25 ����2 �1���

5ovember �9�0� �1��� 5��9� ��0�0 ����� �1��� ����� �1���

+ecember ���00 �0��5 5���0 ����0 ����9 �0�91 ���5� �2���

Source: AHDB    

Livestock and Meat Prices
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Figure 5.1 GB average producer pig prices

Figure 5.2 GB average weaner prices

Source: AHDB

Note: The methodology for collecting 30kg weaner prices changed from November 2013.   
Figures after that date are not directly comparable with earlier months.   
Source: AHDB
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Figure 5.4 UK and EU pig meat reference prices

Source: AHDB

Source: EU Commission

Livestock and Meat Prices
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Livestock and Meat Prices

Figure 5.5 Global pork export prices

Note: Global export price is the average price of fresh/frozen pork exported from the four major global 
exporters, EU, US, Canada and Brazil.
Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®
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Chapter 6 - Imports and Exports

Tonnes,  
product weight 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

-resh�Mroaen meat  ��9�19�  �51��2�  �5��1��  ��1����  ��9��9� 

)acon�ham  25���1�  2�9����  25��155  251�050  2�2�555 

Sausages  10��5��  105����  109�2��  122���2  122�9�0 

7rocessed hams� 
shoulders and Wieces�  1�1�251  1���51�  1���9�9  1�0�125  1�9�10� 

Total  855,800  841,919  862,559  885,603  954,311 

3ive Wigs (head)  ����91�  ��9�55�  212�9�1  �20�91�  5���9�0 

£‘000 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

-resh�Mroaen meat  �90�1��  ��9����  �99��0�  �1��125  ������� 

)acon�ham  �����10  ������1  �01����  5����5�  551�909 

Sausages  ��0�20�  ����9��  �52����  ��0����  �95�1�5 

7rocessed hams� 
shoulders and Wieces �  �19�11�  ����51�  ��9��1�  ����2�0  �95�55� 

Total  2,088,104  2,194,205  2,143,239  1,956,178  2,220,280 

3ive Wigs (head)  �2�5�9  ����2�  1���2�  �����0  5����� 

Table 6.1 Volume of total UK pig meat imports

Table 6.2 Value of total UK pig meat imports

*Including canned 
Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC 

*Including canned 
Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC 
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Tonnes, product 
weight 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Total  257,814  249,847  256,155  251,050  242,555 

+enmarR  105�9�2  10����0  115�150  95��2�  92���2 

5etherlands  10�����  92��90  ���09�  ����1�  92�295 

.ermany  �2�1�0  ���12�  �5���0  ���2��  �����1 

Tonnes, product 
weight 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Total 349,198 351,723 358,138 371,746 439,693 

+enmarR 99�5�1 �����5 �9���0 9���5� 1�9���� 

.ermany �����1 ����51 ���5�9 ����0� ������ 

5etherlands �9�0�� 5����� 55���� 55�95� �9���1 

SWain 2���5� 2���1� 2��0�9 ���5�2 ����2� 

)elgium 2��0�� �2�09� �5�502 ������ �����5 

Ireland ����52 �1���� �1�9�� �2�52� �2���� 

France ����55 �0�0�9 �1���9 2��2�0 2��995 

7oland 2��95 2�19� ���9� 11�292 1��29� 

7ortugal ��22� 1�5�� 2���1 2���� 2���� 

Italy 2���9 ���2� 2�5�� ���90 2��0� 

9omania 0 222 � ��1 1�11� 

<nited States ��� 9�� �5� 909 95� 

Table 6.4 UK bacon imports by source

Table 6.3 UK fresh/frozen pork imports by source

Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC

Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC

Imports and Exports

£‘000 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

-resh�Mroaen meat  �90�1��  ��9����  �99��0�  �1��125  ������� 

)acon�ham  �����10  ������1  �01����  5����5�  551�909 

Sausages  ��0�20�  ����9��  �52����  ��0����  �95�1�5 

7rocessed hams� 
shoulders and Wieces �  �19�11�  ����51�  ��9��1�  ����2�0  �95�55� 

Total  2,088,104  2,194,205  2,143,239  1,956,178  2,220,280 

3ive Wigs (head)  �2�5�9  ����2�  1���2�  �����0  5����� 
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Imports and Exports

Tonnes, product 
weight 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

-resh�Mroaen meat  15���00  1�0���9  1�1��1�  1���0�0  205���� 

)acon�ham  15�509  1��5�9  1��909  15�921  1����0 

Sausages  9��02  10����  10��12  9���1  ��2�0 

7rocessed hams� 
shoulders and Wieces�  12�2��  12�02�  1���02  1��1�1  12���1 

7ig offal  ���5��  �1����  �5�0��  5��929  ���00� 

Total  240,313  258,836  265,120  284,442  318,164 

3ive Wigs (head)  ���10  2�0�9  1�295  12�  5�9 

£‘000 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

-resh�Mroaen meat  1�9���2  21��1��  209�1��  19���05  251���9 

)acon�ham  ���9��  �9�1�9  ���25�  ���1�2  �1�20� 

Sausages  1��20�  1��20�  1��2�9  1��15�  15���5 

7rocessed hams� 
shoulders and Wieces�  �2�90�  29�002  ���2�1  �1�11�  25��0� 

7ig offal  �0�2�9  2��091  �5�0��  ������  ����5� 

Total  306,678  329,572  334,992  321,276 398,102

3ive Wigs (head)  1����  1���1  1���1  �2  �52 

Table 6.5 Volume of total UK pig meat exports

Table 6.6 Value of total UK pig meat exports

*includes canned
Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC

*includes canned
Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC
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Imports and Exports

Tonnes, product 
weight 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Total  154,300  180,749  181,713  187,080  205,886 

,<�2� 112���1 12���2� 12���90 1�0�122 1�0�9��

Ireland  2��1��  29�110  2��950  �1�0�2  �����5 

.ermany  �2�529  �0�9�0  �0�9��  �1��20  �2�5�1 

+enmarR  12�255  20��9�  2���02  2���0�  22�1�0 

5etherlands  1����5  21����  19����  1��0��  1����� 

Sweden  �����  ����0  ����2  10�025  9��05 

)elgium  5����  5�9�1  ��21�  5����  5���� 

*hina  11��5�  25�00�  2����9  2��250  �0�01� 

Hong Kong  19�025  15���2  1�����  11�12�  10���� 

<nited States  2����  ��112  ��2��  5�99�  ��1�� 

Table 6.7 Volume of UK fresh/frozen pork exports by destination

Table 6.8 Value of UK fresh/frozen pork exports by destination

Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC

Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC

£‘000 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Total  189,342  218,136  209,178  197,405  251,889 

,<�2� 1���00� 1����52 15����� 1���11� 159���5

Ireland  �9�9�1  �1��0�  �5�509  �0���5  �1���� 

.ermany  ���9�5  �1��9�  �5���2  2��112  �2�1�2 

+enmarR  15���1  22�2��  2�����  22����  25�000 

5etherlands  1��101  19�1�0  1���19  9�512  10���� 

Sweden  �����  ��551  2�529  ��259  ���15 

)elgium  ���99  ���55  ��219  2����  ����9 

*hina  10���5  20���1  19��19  25�02�  ������ 

<nited States  9�5�9  10�9�2  10�2�9  1���99  2��0�� 

Hong Kong  1��0�1  1���5�  11�9�0  ����2  10�2�� 

Tonnes, product 
weight 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

-resh�Mroaen meat  15���00  1�0���9  1�1��1�  1���0�0  205���� 

)acon�ham  15�509  1��5�9  1��909  15�921  1����0 

Sausages  9��02  10����  10��12  9���1  ��2�0 

7rocessed hams� 
shoulders and Wieces�  12�2��  12�02�  1���02  1��1�1  12���1 

7ig offal  ���5��  �1����  �5�0��  5��929  ���00� 

Total  240,313  258,836  265,120  284,442  318,164 

3ive Wigs (head)  ���10  2�0�9  1�295  12�  5�9 

£‘000 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

-resh�Mroaen meat  1�9���2  21��1��  209�1��  19���05  251���9 

)acon�ham  ���9��  �9�1�9  ���25�  ���1�2  �1�20� 

Sausages  1��20�  1��20�  1��2�9  1��15�  15���5 

7rocessed hams� 
shoulders and Wieces�  �2�90�  29�002  ���2�1  �1�11�  25��0� 

7ig offal  �0�2�9  2��091  �5�0��  ������  ����5� 

Total  306,678  329,572  334,992  321,276 398,102

3ive Wigs (head)  1����  1���1  1���1  �2  �52 
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Imports and Exports

Figure 6.1 Map of UK fresh/frozen pork exports by destination
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Imports and Exports

Table 6.9 Volume of UK pig offal exports by destination

Table 6.10 Value of UK pig offal exports by destination

Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC

Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC

£‘000 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Total  30,249  26,091  35,048  38,464  64,353 

,<�2� 1���22 10�11� 5�50� 5�21� ��9��

5etherlands  ��5��  2��25  1�59�  1��50  ��0�� 

Ireland  ��2�2  2��0�  2�1��  1����  1���� 

)elgium  1���0  ���  12�  290  500 

*hina  ���10  5�555  11��5�  1��9��  �1���5 

Hong Kong  ��255  ��10�  1���12  11�15�  1���9� 

7hiliWWines  �5�  ��2  9�1  1�0��  ��121 

South 2orea  199  19�  �9�  92�  1���9 

=ietnam  �    �    �    512  595 

*ote d�Ivoire  ��  150  1��  �19  ��0 

Tonnes, product 
weight 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Total  48,534  41,648  45,084  58,929  77,007 

,<�2� �5�000 22���2 11�1�0 1��29� 15�92�

5etherlands  11���1  ��10�  5�09�  ��2��  ����5 

+enmarR  ��2  1��2�  2���0  ���9�  ����1 

Ireland  5�9�1  ��951  2����  1��91  2�21� 

)elgium  ��9�0  ���01  1�2  �1�  �1� 

*hina  ��0�9  ��2��  1��202  2��2��  ���0�1 

Hong Kong  ��9�5  ����5  11�9�0  10�95�  15�19� 

7hiliWWines  �19  �52  1�2��  2�005  ��2�9 

South 2orea  22�  �21  ���  1���9  1��55 

*ote d�Ivoire  �9  �1�  �01  1�09�  ��� 
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Imports and Exports

‘000 tonnes,  
product weight 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

3ive animals �0��  �0�1  ����  2��9  10�5 

-resh and Mroaen WorR 1��92�1  1�����1  1���1�1  1��0���  2�12��� 

Salted� dried� smoRed Wig meat �2��  �1��  �2�1  ���0  ���� 

7ig offal 1�009�5  1�005�5  1�0�1��  1�1����  1��9��� 

Sausages 129�0  131.3  121��  110�5  95�2 

7reWared and Wreserved ����  �0��  ����  �5�5  ���� 

7ig Mat 11.3  10�2  1��5  13.1  1��� 

3ard ��0�2  �59��  212��  21��0  250�1 

Total 3,072.5  3,096.6  2,940.9  3,245.1  3,988.6 

Table 6.11 EU fresh/frozen pig meat exports to non-EU countries

Source: European Commission

The AHDB 
Pork Yearbook
;his details the worR being carried out in 
2nowledge ,_change� 9esearch�  
+eveloWment and Innovation� ;his covers 
research Wrojects� field trials� sRills and 
training� and the industry in figures� ;he 
@earbooR also includes everything Mrom 
technical WerMormance trends and cost oM 
Wroduction data� to carcase weights and 
average bacR Mat measurements�

( coWy oM the @earbooR will be available to download Mrom:
httW:��WorR�ahdb�org�uR�Wrice�stats�Wublished�reWorts�

Yearbook 
2016–2017

PORK

Key industry statistics, pig performance 
data and details of knowledge exchange, 

research and development activity
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Tonnes, product 
weight 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Total 1,557,007 1,603,400 1,562,951 1,741,397 2,308,270

*hina 229�95� �0����1 290�95� 5�1���� 9���52�

1aWan 22��122 2�����9 �1����� 292���� �1���05

South 2orea 1���252 99�1�� 19��9�5 1���92� 219���1

Hong Kong 10����� 11���1� 1�0�995 9���92 1�����0

7hiliWWines 2��9�� �0��10 �9���� ����5� 90�0�9

<nited States �2�992 �1���1 ������ �1���� �2���2

Australia �1�95� ���222 ���25� ����0� �1�5�5

;aiwan 5��11 2���� 2��111 �0���� �0�2�2

5ew Aealand 12��0� 12�502 19�520 25�5�� �0�15�

SingaWore 2���05 1����� 2���19 2����2 25��25

Serbia 9�90� 10�510 19���2 20���� 22�15�

South (Mrica 22�5�0 1��05� 1��129 2���1� 21�919

4ontenegro 1����� 1���91 �2���2 19�90� 20�5�0

9ussia �09���1 �����55 1���9� 3 15

Imports and Exports

Table 6.12 EU fresh/frozen pork exports by destination  

Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC
Note: Totals are higher than those of the EU Commission reported in Table 6.11 as the latter 
excludes meat from non-domestic swine
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Table 6.13 EU pig offal exports by destination

Source: IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas®, HMRC
Note: Totals are higher than those of the EU Commission reported in Table 6.11 as the latter 
excludes meat from non-domestic swine

Tonnes, product 
weight 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Total 1,007,656 1,003,841 1,083,962 1,176,103 1,391,017

*hina ������5 �99���� ��0�9�� �1��501 �22��51

Hong Kong 292�2�� 2���1�5 2�1��51 20��51� 2���9�2

7hiliWWines ����9� �2�5�9 �1�95� ���0�� �5����

=ietnam 5�� 2��15 9��59 25�1�1 ����5�

South 2orea 1��99� 1���00 �1��5� ���0�9 29��0�

;hailand 12��51 1����0 2��9�1 2��59� 2���5�

1aWan ����� ����0 12�2�� 1���90 25��9�

<Rraine 2��15� 19��0� 22��2� 2���1� 22�59�

9ussia 121��2� 9���55 5��01 ��2 21

Imports and Exports
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Chapter 7 - Consumption

kg/person/year Pig meat Poultry meat Beef & veal Total meat 

2000 2��� �0�5 1��5 �9�2
2005 2��� �1�� 20�� ����
200� 2��9 �1�2 20�9 ���2
200� 25�� �0�0 20�9 �2��
200� 2��5 29�5 20�0 �0�0
2009 2��� 29�9 1��2 ���9
2010 2��1 �1�� 1��� �9��
2011 2��� �2�� 1��1 �0�0
2012 2��� �2�� 1��0 �9��
201� 2��9 �2�� 1��� ����
201� 2��� ���0 1��� �9��
2015 25�1 ���1 1��2 ����
201� 2��2 ���� 1��2 ����

% Multiples Freezer 
centres Butchers Other

Pork

201� �5�� 3.1 ��1 ��2

2015 ���0 2�� ��0 ��2

201� ���� 3.1 ��� ���

Bacon

201� ���� 5�� ��5 3.3

2015 ���� 5�5 ��5 3.3

201� ���2 5�1 3.3 ��5

Table 7.1 UK per capita consumption of major meats

Table 7.2 GB retail value sales by type of outlet

Supplies available for consumption. All data in carcase weight equivalent.
Source: AHDB calculations based on data from Defra, HMRC, ONS

Data covers 52 weeks ending in early January of the following year.   
Source: Kantar Worldpanel 

Tonnes, product 
weight 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Total 1,007,656 1,003,841 1,083,962 1,176,103 1,391,017

*hina ������5 �99���� ��0�9�� �1��501 �22��51

Hong Kong 292�2�� 2���1�5 2�1��51 20��51� 2���9�2

7hiliWWines ����9� �2�5�9 �1�95� ���0�� �5����

=ietnam 5�� 2��15 9��59 25�1�1 ����5�

South 2orea 1��99� 1���00 �1��5� ���0�9 29��0�

;hailand 12��51 1����0 2��9�1 2��59� 2���5�

1aWan ����� ����0 12�2�� 1���90 25��9�

<Rraine 2��15� 19��0� 22��2� 2���1� 22�59�

9ussia 121��2� 9���55 5��01 ��2 21
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Figure 7.1 GB retailer shares of pork market by value, 2016

Figure 7.2 Trends in GB household pork purchases by volume
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Consumption

Figure 7.3 Change in GB retail volume and value sales of  
 pig meat products, 2016

Figure 7.4 GB volume sales of pig meat by product, 2016

Data covers 52 weeks ending early January of the following year.
Source: Kantar Worldpanel 

Data covers 52 weeks ending 1 January 2017.
Source: Kantar Worldpanel 
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Figure 7.5 Average GB retail price of pig meat products, 2016

Figure 7.6 Share of pig meat products sold on promotion in  
 GB retail outlets

Data covers 52 weeks ending 1 January 2017.
Source: Kantar Worldpanel 

Source: Kantar Worldpanel 
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Consumption

Figure 7.7 Per capita consumption of pig meat  in selected  
 EU Member States, 2016

Source: AHDB calculations using data from  
Eurostat, IHS Maritime & Trade – Global Trade Atlas® 
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Figure 7.8 Percentage of product facings with British logo  
 sold in the total GB market

Figure 7.9  Percentage of product facings with Red Tractor 
 quality standard mark sold in the total GB market

Source: AHDB/ESA

Source: AHDB/ESA
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;he inMormation Wrovided by 43*S3»s 7ig  
*arcase (uthentication Service is used 
widely as the basis Mor transactions between 
Wroducers  and slaughterers� ;he current service� 
which incorWorates all oM the mandatory 
reXuirements oM the ,< 7ig *arcase .rading 
Scheme� was introduced in .) in 2010�  
;he service Wrovides Wig slaughterers with 
technically trained 43*S3 staff who 
indeWendently establish all oM the imWortant 
criteria Mor trade between Wig suWWliers  
and abattoirs.

The Service Includes
Identification � *arcases are individually  
serial numbered and the slaW marRs are read 
and recorded to identiMy each consignment 
oM Wigs� ;he 7igs (9ecords� Identification and 
4ovement) Order 200� reXuires all Wigs going 
to slaughter to be identified by a +eMra  
allocated herdmarR on both shoulders� ;his 
must be legible beMore and aMter slaughter 
to allow correct tracing oM the Wigs Mor both 
payment and biosecurity.

>eighing � *arcases are individually 
weighed� /ot weights are recorded� with 
hot weight rebates and dressing coeɉcients 
deducted to establish the Wayment weight� 
9egular scale and tare checRs Morm an  
integral Wart oM the service� 4ature boars 
and sows are not covered by the mandatory 
scheme but a weighing service is available 
as Wart oM the (uthentication Service�

)acRMat measurement and lean meat  
Wercentage ¶ 43*S3 classifiers are  
trained to oWerate all oM the aWWroved  
classification eXuiWment�

Methods and Probes
43*S3 offers all methods oM Wig carcase 
classification Mor the Wrediction oM lean meat 
Wercentage in accordance with ,< 
legislation� ,ach method involves taRing 
carcase measurements with ,< aWWroved 
eXuiWment at sWecified Wositions on  
each carcase�

;he Mollowing eXuiWment is aWWroved Mor 
use in the <2:
OWtical 7robe ࠮
ennessey .rading 7robe (/.7)/ ࠮
at�O�4eater (-O4)- ࠮
uto-O4) ࠮
S) <ltra�4eater* ࠮

;he /.7� -O4� (uto-O4 and *S) 
<ltra�4eater are all automatic recording 
probes.

Method 1
OWtical 7robe is used to measure bacRMat and 
rind thicRness at the 71 and 7� Wositions� 
level with the head oM the last rib� ;he Wrobe 
is inserted ��5cm and �cm Mrom the dorsal 
midline resWectively� ;he sum oM the 71 and 
7� measurements is recorded�

Method 2
OWtical 7robe is used to measure bacRMat 
and rind thicRness at the 72 Wosition� level 
with the head oM the last rib� ;he Wrobe is 
inserted ��5cm Mrom the dorsal midline�

The Meat and Livestock Commercial Services Ltd (MLSCL)  
Independent Authentication Service
1ohn 4essenger� 8uality 4anager

Chapter 8 - Pig Carcase Classification
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Method 3
/.7 or -O4 are used to measure:

 acRMat and rind thicRness at the 72( ࠮
Wosition as Mor 4ethod 2� ;he /.7 or 
-O4 Wrobes are inserted �cm Mrom the 
dorsal midline.

� acRMat and rind thicRness at a Woint(  ࠮cm 
Mrom the dorsal midline between the third 
and Mourth last rib� ;his measurement is 
reMerred to as rib Mat�

 3ongissimus dorsi (eye muscle) deWth  ࠮
at a Woint �cm Mrom the dorsal midline 
between the third and Mourth last rib� 
;his measurement is reMerred to as  
rib muscle.

 

Lean Meat Percentage and EU Grade
3ean meat Wercentage is calculated as 
Mollows:

Optical probe
*old carcase weight and 72 (or 71 � 7�) 
Mat deWths are used to estimate lean meat 
percentage.

(n ,< grade can be allocated to a carcase 
by using the lean meat Wercentage figure�

Visual Appraisal
;his is the identification oM Wigs with 
carcase Maults� ;hese are described as 
¸A¹ carcases� *arcases that are scraggy� 
deMormed� blemished� Wigmented and 
coarse sRinned� those with soMt Mat or 
Wale muscle and those devalued by being 
Wartially condemned are recorded as ¸A¹ 
on the carcase record (7**1 or comWuter 
eXuivalent)� @oung boars are identified and 
recorded� *arcases with Woor conMormation 
are recorded as ¸*¹ carcases at the reXuest 
oM the abattoir�

Dressing Specification
*arcase dressing sWecifications are closely 
monitored by 43*S3 staff and Wrovide a 
vital element oM the carcase record�

Pig Carcase Classification

Figure 8.1 Locations of probing  
 on a pig carcase

Lean meat percentage EU grade
�0� and above S
55¶59� ,
50¶5�� U
�5¶�9� 9
�0¶��� O
�9� or less 7
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Classification Consistency 
;o ensure consistency oM Wig carcase  
classification standards by 43*S3 staff�  
various Wrocedures are strictly aWWlied to 
the oWeration oM the scheme� ,_tensive 
training Wrogrammes� both in�Wlant and 
centrally� ensure that classifiers maintain 
the reXuired standards oM Wroficiency�  
*lassifiers are checRed regularly by  
+ivisional 4anagers and nominated  
checRers on a local basis� with the  
8uality 4anager Wroviding a .) linR� 

,ach checR reXuires the manager�checRer 
seWarately to classiMy and record 20 carcases� 
;he classification measurements assessed 
by the classifier are then checRed against 
the manager»s measurements and an  
analysis oM accuracy levels Mor the 20  
carcases is made� ;his analysis measures 
both bias (the tendency oM a classifier to 
measure higher or lower classifications than 
the checRer) and consistency (the overall  
level oM agreement between classifier  
and checRer)�

(ll checRs are analysed at 43*S3»s /8 to  
ensure classifiers are meeting accuracy levels�

Pig Carcase Classification

Figure 8.2 Distribution of the GB classified sample by carcase weight

Source: AHDB/MLCSL
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Pig Carcase Classification

Figure 8.3 Average carcase weights of the GB collected sample

Figure 8.4 Distribution of the classified sample  in EC grade  
 by weight band, 2016

Source: AHDB/MLCSL

Source: AHDB/MLCSL
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Pig Carcase Classification

Figure 8.5 Distribution of the GB classified sample by EC grade, 2016

Figure 8.6 Trends in P2 fat depth

Source: AHDB/MLCSL

Source: AHDB/MLCSL
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Chapter 9 - Feed  Prices 

Figure 9.1 Average pig compound feed prices, GB

Figure 9.2 Feed wheat and soya meal prices

Source: Defra
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