











New conference to drive technology
advancements in horticulture

SmartHort 2019, a new conference
designed to connect innovators with
the horticultural industry, is part

of AHDB Horticulture’s SmartHort
campaign to address the challenge of
access to affordable seasonal labour
in the UK.

Grace Emeny, AHDB project manager for
SmartHort, said: “Guest speakers from
around the globe will be sharing some

of the most exciting developments in
robotics and automation that could play
a role in revolutionising the horticulture
industry in the future.

“The conference will create an excellent
opportunity to connect technology

and engineering companies, research
organisations and funders with the
horticultural industry to help find
solutions to the serious challenge UK
businesses are facing with the current
labour shortage.”

AHDB’s Chief Strategy Officer Tom Hind
said: “Horticulture has seen cases where
there has been a 30 per cent shortfall in
seasonal workers
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this season, putting huge strains on
businesses who are reliant on labour to
pick fruit, vegetables or flowers in fields
and glasshouses.

“While full automation is a long way off
from solving this crisis, in addition to
work to improve management practices
for existing workforces, we are exploring
how robotics, automation and artificial
intelligence may help to offset some of
this challenge in the future.”

Day one of the conference will focus on
labour-saving technologies, including
the latest developments in robotics and
automation for tasks such as harvesting,
packing and crop monitoring.

The second day will bring together the
latest innovation in production and
growing techniques, including crop
protection, product handling and
data-driven cropping systems.

The conference will be held in
Stratford-upon-Avon on 6-7 March.

66 Guest speakers from
around the globe will be
sharing some of the most
exciting developments in
robotics and automation
that could play a role
in revolutionising the
horticulture industry
in the future 99



Dishing the dirt

New soils resources are available at:
horticulture.ahdb.org.uk/greatsoils

 Carrot case study — Martin Evans, Freshgro
e Maintaining optimum soil pH
* Compost increasing soil organic matter

* Engineering the landscape
to secure asparagus production

For general soil management resources and content visit:

ahdb.org.uk/greatsoils




Save the date

DairyLeader Forum
7-8 November, Edinburgh

Seed Industry Event

15 November, St Andrew’s

AgriScot

21 November, Ingliston

Strategic Dairy Farm
meeting

4 December, Hillhead of Covington,
Lanarkshire

Agronomy workshops
8 January, Borders;

10 January, Perthshire;

15 January, Inverurie;

17 January, Inverness

Strategic Potato Farm
Results meeting
7 March, Perthshire

Supervisory Skills
Workshop
7 March, Stirling

Monitor Farm Meetings

Dates below are the confirmed
meeting dates; there will be more
meeting dates TBC - check out
monitorfarms.co.uk for up-to-date
information.

Angus 1 November
Lochaber 1 November
Borders 7 November
Sutherland 4 December
Morayshire 4 December
Lothians 5 December
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Angus 13 December
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AHDB team tackles the Great

Glen Challenge!

Claire Hodge, Sarah Hunter-Argyle,
Tim Isaac and Paul Flanagan recently
took park in the Great Glen Challenge,
a fundraising event where teams of
four bike, walk, kayak and run around
the beautiful Loch Lochy.

Produced for you by:

AHDB

Rural Centre,

West Mains,

Ingliston,

Newbridge, Edinburgh,
EH28 8NZ

T 0131297 7460

E ScotlandDirector@ahdb.org.uk
W ahdb.org.uk

¥ @AHDB_Scot

If you no longer wish to receive this
information, please email us on
comms@ahdb.org.uk

They were ably supported by former
colleague Gavin Dick who drove them
to their various start and finish points on
the day. The team raised £1,500 which
contributed to the record £65,637 total
for the event which supports rural
charity RSABI.
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