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Abstraction Licensing Strategies
• Licensing strategy on a 

catchment scale

• Resource availability 

information

• https://www.gov.uk/governm

ent/collections/water-

abstraction-licensing-

strategies-cams-process

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/water-abstraction-licensing-strategies-cams-process


Apply for an abstraction licence

• Application fees and 

(annual charges apply)*

*



Abstraction Licence document

• Licence holder details

• Source

• Point(s) of abstraction

• Purpose

• Season

• Quantities

• Measurement

• Records and returns

• Further provisions
• Hands off flow conditions

• Environmental monitoring

• Fish / Eel screening and passage
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Abstraction returns & charges
• Abstraction returns submitted each year

• Two part Tariff is where there is a basic charge of 50% of the 
licensed volume for a licence holder, the second portion is 
charged pro rata dependent on actual usage.If a return is not 
received the supplementary charge is calculated. Even if no water 
is abstracted a nil return should still be submitted.

• Application charges & annual charges details at:

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/scheme-of-
abstraction-charges-2020-to-2021

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/scheme-of-abstraction-charges-2020-to-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/scheme-of-abstraction-charges-2020-to-2021


Trickle/Drip Irrigation Abstraction

• Deadline for receiving applications for previously exempt 
activities (including trickle irrigation) has passed.  Any abstraction 
undertaken without a valid application having been submitted by 
the deadline is now unlawful and will require a new application.  
This must be submitted through the normal licencing process 
before any further abstraction can take place.

• Determining applications - with the first approx. 300 draft licences 
due out  to customers by the end of March 2021.
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Manage your water abstraction licence 

• https://manage-water-
abstraction-impoundment-
licence.service.gov.uk/start

• you can now set up and manage 
your water abstraction licence
online. 

• We will send you a security 
code by post to the registered 
address on your licence. You 
can then view your licence and 
submit returns online. 

• We will be adding new features 
to the service

https://manage-water-abstraction-impoundment-licence.service.gov.uk/start


Winter time abstraction jobs
• flows are typically now classed as above normal or higher for the 

time of year. 

• Please take every possible opportunity to top up winter 
storage reservoirs ready for the start of the irrigation season.

• Farmers should be reviewing their abstraction licence needs 
over the winter to be ready for next summer.  For more 
information on how to make longer term changes to your licence to 
meet your business needs, including for drought and dry weather 
resilience, please visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/change-a-
water-abstraction-or-impoundment-licence

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/change-a-water-abstraction-or-impoundment-licence


Irrigation Prospects
• Initial Irrigation Prospects out at 

the end of February 2021 at: 
https://www.farmingadviceservic
e.org.uk/technical-articles

• Updated Irrigation Prospects 
published April/May 

• Both will be shared with AHDB

https://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/technical-articles


Hydrological info to help you manage 
your abstraction and business

• Much more information on the water situation is available at  
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/water-situation-reports-
for-england

• Met Office 3 month forecast 
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegov
uk/pdf/business/public-sector/civil-contingency/3moutlook-jfm-
v2.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/water-situation-reports-for-england
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/business/public-sector/civil-contingency/3moutlook-jfm-v2.pdf


Any Questions?


