
Chelmsford Monitor Farm – Organic Matter Try-Out 

Christy and Hew Willet, Chelmsford Monitor Farmers, are keen to investigate how high organic 

matter can be raised using a range of treatments on a field of their farm, during their Monitor Farm 

three year period. 

A range of treatments will be tested including sewage sludge, compost, turkey manure and a grass 

ley, along with a control strip.   A baseline set of measurements will be taken, to include physical and 

biological soil analysis.   The field will then be monitored over the next three years using a range of 

parameters including soil analysis, earthworm numbers, yield etc to analyse their effectiveness at 

improving organic matter.   

The results from the try-out will be shared with the Monitor Farm group and the industry. 

Try-out Details 

Field: Brookfield 

Size: 28ha 

Soil Type: Clay Loam 

Previous Crop: Beans 

Maps:  

Field Location: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soils Map and Description (Cranfield University): 

 

  

 

 

 

Brookfield 



Baseline Soil Sampling 

The results from the soil sampling completed as a baseline can be seen below: 

 

 

 

 

Treatment Applications and Cropping – Harvest 2018 

The first applications applied to Brookfield are as shown below: 

 Harvest 2018 

 Treatment 
Applied – 
Harvest 2018 

Application 
Rate (t/ha) 

Date 
Applied/Sown 

Cropping Harvest 
2018 

Brookfield A Sewage Sludge 20t/ha 21/9/2017 Winter Wheat 
Drilled: 06/10/17 

Brookfield B Turkey manure 20t/ha 21/9/2017 Winter Wheat 
Drilled: 06/10/17 

Brookfield C Green Waste 
Compost 

20t/ha 21/9/2017 Winter Wheat 
Drilled: 06/10/17 

Brookfield D N/A – Control N/A N/A 
 

Winter Wheat 
Drilled: 06/10/17 

Brookfield E Grass Ley 
(Ryegrass) 

Seed: 35kg/ha 24/9/2017 Grass Ley 
Drilled: 24/9/2017 

 

 

 


