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Introduction

As the second phase of RamCompare comes to a close,
we can look back with collective pride on the culmination
of the data collection and research work associated

with this project. Twelve farms across Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and a number of industry partners have
helped to make this one of the sheep industry’s most
successful research and knowledge exchange projects.

I make special mention of the staff at Dunbia, Randall
Parker Foods and J S Sainsbury’s, without whom the
project would not have taken place - let alone been the
major success we have witnessed.

We faced new challenges in 2020 with the outbreak of
COVID-19, yet we were able to complete full abattoir
data sets from each of our farms and collect ultrasound
scanning data from most of them. This report will be
updated when we are able to complete our assessment
of shear force (tenderness) in the 2020 lamb crop.

The RamCompare project has proven:

* Breeding values can be successfully generated from
abattoir data

* The breeding values currently generated in ram
breeding flocks are valuable indicators of commercial
performance for lambs being finished for slaughter,
although in some areas they can be improved

* We have repeatedly shown the value of CT scanning
as an important tool to enhance our predictions of
carcase weight, yield and shape

* There are important genetic differences between sires
in both the physical and economic performance of their
offspring, including differences that directly influence
the consumer in terms of the distribution of meat within
the carcase and meat tenderness

Within the groups of high-genetic-merit sires tested,

we have identified differences in progeny values worth
£4-6 per lamb, providing farmers with the opportunity to
enhance flock profitability through careful ram selection
by £1200-1500 per ram during their working lifetime.

RamCompare is one of the UK’s most important sheep
breeding projects and we thank all those who have
supported it over the last five years.




What is RamCompare?

RamCompare is the UK’s commercial progeny test for
terminal sire rams. Over five breeding seasons, we have
recorded the performance of 26,000 lambs sired by 280
rams through artificial insemination (Al) and natural mating.

Data on growth and carcase traits has been collected
from these lambs under commercial conditions. It is fed
back directly into genetic evaluations and used to produce
estimated breeding values (EBVSs).

How is RamCompare data analysed?

EBVs are produced from two separate genetic analyses.
Each analysis takes into account the environmental
differences between farms, as well as non-genetic
factors such as a lamb’s age, sex and birth type.

* The National Terminal Sire Evaluation generates EBVs
for eight-week weight, scan weight, muscle and fat depth

* The RamCompare Evaluation generates EBVs for
days-to-slaughter, carcase weight, conformation and
fat class, primal yield and shear force

Why is RamCompare important?

e To compare the performance of progeny by different
high-index rams from various terminal sire breeds for
a variety of traits

¢ To produce EBVs from abattoir data, to understand how
they relate to EBVs produced from measurements in the
live animal and to determine their value to industry

¢ To collect data that adds value to Signet’s multi-breed
analysis, the National Terminal Sire Evaluation

RamCompare helps ram breeders and commercial
ram buyers to select the most profitable sheep for their

flock, based on the genetic attributes they will pass on
to their progeny.

Where do | find out more?

This publication shows the leading rams within the project.
It provides guidance about how to select rams with
superior carcase attributes using information that is easily
accessed online.

To learn more:

* Visit the Signet website, signetdata.com, which has
links to webinars and publications, as well as the
latest news from RamCompare. Signet’s website
also lists breeders who performance-record their
flock and have sheep for sale

* Read the AHDB manual, Buying a recorded ram for
terminal sire traits

* Find the latest breeding values for rams that you own
or wish to buy at signetdata.com or the Texel Society,
texel.uk



Helping farmers make informed decisions

RamCompare has tested whether the breeding values
published by Signet are a good indicator of progeny
performance on commercial farms. In most cases the
answer is yes, although for some traits, we have updated
our recommendations on the best ways to enhance them.

While abattoir-derived breeding values, such as carcase
weight and conformation, are currently only available for
rams tested by RamCompare, this project shows that

in instances where this information is unavailable, ram
buyers can and should use existing breeding values,
such as Scan Weight and Muscle Depth, to select

more profitable rams.

The relative value of each trait will vary from farm to
farm, but — having picked an attribute to improve -
RamCompare data shows how to enhance that attribute
through ram selection.

On-farm growth rate

A ram’s Scan Weight EBV is a good predictor of his
progeny’s growth rate through to weaning. If you are solely
focused on increasing lamb weights or selling large store
lambs, then selecting rams with high Scan Weight EBVs
will increase the weight of lamb sold.

Days-to-slaughter

A ram’s Scan Weight EBV also tends to indicate the speed
with which lambs will finish. Selecting rams with high Scan
Weight EBVs will lead to faster finishing lambs.

Carcase weight

One surprising finding is the relatively low relationship
between a ram’s Scan Weight EBV and the carcase
weight of his progeny. This may be associated with major
muscling genes that influence yield. Selecting rams with
high Scan Weight EBVs can increase carcase weights,
but producers are also advised to select rams with
superior breeding potential for muscling.

Carcase conformation

Although the Muscle Depth EBV only predicts muscling
at a single point in the carcase (the loin), it identifies rams
whose progeny have superior carcase conformation.
Producers interested in enhancing this trait are also
advised to select rams with superior CT Muscularity and
CT Lean Weight EBVs to enhance both carcase shape
and muscle yield.

Carcase fat class

A ram’s Fat Depth EBV provides a good indicator of the
fat classification that will be achieved by his progeny.

The CT Fat Weight EBV will also aid the selection of leaner
or fatter genetics. Remember: negative values indicate
leaner lambs, positive values will produce fatter ones.

Summary

Within the RamCompare project, ram breeders,
consultants, geneticists, vets and supply chain
partners have learned information that will change the
way they work with farmers and support the industry.

Genetics in action: Farm updates from RamCompare 2020

The way that sheep farmers exploit the genetic merit of their rams will vary from farm to farm, depending on their
production system and end market. Read about the impact of recorded rams on RamCompare farms and the

impact they made to flock profitability.

Page 6 Chawton Park, Hampshire £7.86 per lamb benefit

Page 7 Hutts Farm, Yorkshire £4.95 per lamb benefit

Page 8 Dupath Farm, Cornwall £4.29 per lamb benefit

Page 9 Hendre Ifan Goch Farm, South Wales £6.67 per lamb benefit

Page 10 Thistleyhaugh, Northumberland £3.41 per lamb benefit

Page 11 Bowhill Farming Limited, Scottish Borders £5.26 per lamb benefit



Genetics influence speed of finishing

Chawton Park, Hampshire

Fast finishing genetics help ease the grazing pressure
at Chawton Park.

Lambing in May has many advantages for lan Robertson,
but even in the best growing seasons, it is a race to get
lambs finished and leave enough grass to mate the ewes.
Easing the grazing pressure makes life easier, particularly
in a dry season and ultimately means fewer lambs require
expensive finishing after Christmas.

Important genetic differences can be seen in the
performance of progeny by different rams, with those by
sires with superior breeding values for days to slaughter
finishing 2-3 weeks earlier than others within the group.

The Thorbeck Hampshire Down ram, 80X1700402,
provided by Jim Birkwood, had the best breeding value
for days to slaughter with a number of close followers from
the Yarcombe and Normanby Hampshire Down flocks and
the Midhope Suffolk flock.

Speed of finishing shouldn’t be looked at in isolation,
some of the slower-growing sires produced lambs that
ultimately realised a higher value, but when every mouthful
counts, this comes at a cost to the system. When the
grass starts to burn off in the summer, the more lambs
that are off the farm and in the bank, the better.

The value of recorded rams at Chawton Park

e Top sires for carcase merit = Generated an extra
£7.86/lamb

* Top sires for days to slaughter = Reduced finishing
time by 29 days

Key message

Selecting rams with a high Scan Weight EBV can reduce
days to slaughter.

Genetic Influences on days to slaughter
Progeny performance at Chawton Park, lan Robertson (2020)
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High-genetic-merit rams enhance carcase value

Hutts Farm, Yorkshire

The genetic merit of the rams used on Mark Exelby’s May
lambing flock explain a lot of differences observed in lamb
carcase weights on this forage-based, organic enterprise.

Callerton Bugatti, SRC1800618, supplied by Matt
Hobbs

Progeny by this sire would be worth nearly £5/lamb more
than the flock average at Hutts Farm, though lambs took a
little longer to finish than some of the rams on test. Bugatti
was a last-minute addition to this year’s test, following

the withdrawal of a nomination. For the Hobbs family and
Hutts Farm, this proved extremely fortuitous.

The value of recorded rams at Hutts Farm

The top three sires this year were Texels, with Callerton * Top sires for carcase merit = Generated an extra
Bugatti SRC1800618, provided by the Hobbs family £4.95/lamb

Elkstone flock, coming out on top for overall carcase
weight and ranking highly for carcase conformation;

with his progeny getting the highest proportion of E and
U-grade carcases. Bugatti sits in the top 5% of the Texel
breed for carcase attributes — largely due to his extreme

¢ Top sires for days to slaughter = Reduced finishing
time by 11 days

Key message

muscling, with a Muscle Depth EBV in the top 1% of Selecting rams with the right genetics to lift carcase
the breed. weights can enhance flock profitability.

Genetic Influences on carcase weight
Progeny performance at Hutts Farm, Mark Exelby (2020)
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Flock profitability influenced by carcase weight and conformation

Dupath Farm, Cornwall With the genetic potential to lift carcase weights by over
0.5 kg, the top-performing sires — the Meatlinc from Clive

The value of lambs at Adrian and Lyn Coombe’s Dupath and Jenny Richardson and the Charollais ram, Dalby

Farm was strongly influenced by the genetic merit of Ranieri, from Charles Sercombe — share an attribute in

their rams, where rams with high Carcase Weight EBVs common - they are both the product of CT scanning.

routinely increased the value of commercial lambs by

over £4.00 per lamb. CT scanning enables ram breeders to select breeding lines

with superior yields of meat at a given liveweight and in
the case of both of these rams, they sit comfortably within
the top 5% of their breed for the CT Lean Weight EBV. It is
therefore perhaps no surprise to see these two rams also
had the highest proportion of E and U-grade carcases.

The value of recorded rams at Dupath Farm

* Top sires for carcase merit = Generated an extra
£4.29/lamb

¢ Top sires for days to slaughter = Reduced finishing
time by 8 days

Key message

Buying high-index rams from flocks that use CT scan data
can lift both carcase weights and conformation.

Genetic potential to increase carcase weight pays off
Progeny performance at Dupath Farm, Adrian and Lyn Coombe (2020)
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Consider the benefit of faster finishing versus carcase value

Hendre Ifan Goch Farm, South Wales

The less grass you have in front of you, the more speed of
finishing matters — that was certainly the view at Hendre Ifan
Goch Farm in a year when grass growth was, on occasions,
challenging. This is when it is handy to own the ram

with the best breeding value for days to slaughter — a
Hampshire Down from the Normanby flock — producing
some of the fastest-finishing lambs in the flock for the
second year running.

L

Rams with superior genetics for speed of finishing and
carcase value will both influence flock profitability — the
relative importance of either attribute depending on both
the farming system under which lambs are reared and the
market to which they are destined.

Value of recorded rams at Hendre Ifan
Goch Farm

* Top sires for carcase merit = Generated an extra

£6.67/lamb
Carcase value must not be forgotten and this year the ‘ T°p sires for days to slaughter = Reduced finishing
progeny from both Beltex and Texel rams have scored time by 10 days

highly. The Beltex, Cynin Count Down, JRP.C030, provided
by Matt Prince, is in the top 5% of the breed on his

Aberystwyth University Farms. Clearly, using EBVs to select  enterprise relative to the final value of the lambs that are sold.
rams can have a big impact on progeny performance.

Key message

Finding the right balance between speed of finishing and carcase value
Progeny performance at Hendre Farm, Rhys Edwards (2020)

250

g 200
© @ JRP.CO30 - Beltex
> AAALB12526 = Texel
o 2
(2] %FZlEOll?S—Texel
8 150 Ram F
b Ram D
W]
(&)
]
Ram G
= 100
= 2721700622 - Hampshire Ram A
[0) [
Down

E ® RamH
Q -
= Ram B 50
[y
[0} Ram C
O]

L¢]

20 15 10 -5 0 5 10 15
@® RamE

-50

Genetic merit for days to slaughter



Genetic influences on carcase conformation shine through

Thistleyhaugh, Northumberland

The speed with which lambs are finished off organic
clover leys is extremely important to Duncan Nelless at
Thistleyhaugh. In 2020, 852 lambs produced an average
carcase weight of 18.6 kg at 102 days of age. However,
the most interesting differences observed in this year’s
data set relate to the genetic merit of his rams for
carcase conformation.

A range of high-genetic-merit sires were used, with over
half of the lamb crop grading U or better — but some sires
far exceeded this benchmark. Top of the list was Foulrice
Tempest, 18DG08105, nominated by Andrew and Jan
Walton, Cheshire. Within Signet’s evaluations, he ranks
highly for lean meat yield and gigot muscularity — two
traits assessed using the CT scanner, which the Waltons
proactively support and base their ram breeding strategy
around. Over 90% of his lambs achieved the top two
conformation grades.

His grandsire, Dalby Ranieri, 16PE04907, got 70% of his
lambs in this category — but producing 19.2 kg carcases
at 91 days of age, he became the highest-ranking ram at

Thistleyhaugh for overall carcase merit. Producing lambs
worth £3.22 above the flock average, Ranieri sits in the
top 5% of Signet’s Terminal Sire Evaluation.

Splitting the pair, a high-index Blue Texel from Sue and
Aubrey Andrews, with a Terminal Sire Index in the top 1%
of the breed, was another of this year’s highest-ranking
rams for carcase conformation.

Value of recorded rams at Thistleyhaugh Farm

* Top sires for carcase merit = Generated an extra
£3.41/lamb

* Top sires for days to slaughter = Reduced finishing
time by 4 days

Key message

Signet’s breeding values for growth and carcase traits
clearly highlight the most profitable rams within this
commercial enterprise.

Genetic influences on carcase conformation
Progeny performance at Thistleyhaugh, Duncan Nelless (2020)
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A clear financial benefit in using recorded rams

Bowhill Farming Limited, Scottish Borders There is a clear difference between the very top and bottom-

Every penny counts in a sheep enterprise that includes

™

performing rams, with the best ones delivering £5.26 per
lamb more than lower-ranking rams. Over a ram’s working
lifetime, this is easily worth an extra £1,000 per ram.

The top three rams provided the genetic potential to lift
carcase weights by nearly 1 kg without increasing the days
taken to reach slaughter weight. Progeny by the Charollais
ram, Lowerye Troubadour, 18Z2VY04539, provided by Neil
Oughton, achieved 77% E and U carcases, against a flock

P E

4 r‘li..w. -
bti i &

e oy ¥ 5 average of just over 50%. This CT-scanned ram is in the

top 1% of the breed for Gigot EBV and top 5% of the
breed for his overall genetic merit.

Value of recorded rams at Bowhill Estate

* Top sires for carcase merit = Generated an extra
£5.26/lamb

¢ Top sires for days to slaughter = Reduced finishing
time by 20 days

Key message

over 8,900 ewes and breeding values clearly play an Large differences in progeny values can be linked to
important part in adding value to the sheep enterprises at the genetic merit of their sires. Breeding values help ram
the Buccleuch Estate farm at Bowhill. buyers identify the most profitable rams when they are
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selecting breeding stock.

Genetic influences on carcase value
Progeny performance at Buccleuch Estate, Sion Williams (2020)
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Leading rams for Primal Yield — Front Weight (2016-2020)

Since 2016, we have collected primal yield measures. These tables show the leading sires, based on five years of data.

Top Sires for Front Weight

Owner
(if different)

Number
of progeny

Standardised
Value

Accuracy
(%)

BARNAGE

Breeder ‘

WK&CA

L20:15:00822

MWB1802626 TEXEL Martyn 66 176 [
‘1";')%'1:’2:\(’)‘2:’3;3 OCCURING | gyrrork G G Lewis 65 154 76
ooz — o | w |
fg‘zlé%gs% CHAROLLAIS | Laws & Davies 65 140 73
MAES-GLAS COMPARIO | HAMPSHIRE | EBG&SA o6 140 .
57U1700953 DOWN Jones

%g?‘ggcﬁigs TEXEL D M & S Prince 62 136 74
g';\'ﬂ%?;;im“ MEATLING | George Allison 86 129 76
o s TEXEL | o 100 | 129 B4
'A\\"'L'\Ss'ffst/’g:\g;gUNG REBEL | Bl UE TEXEL | A &S Andrews 40 126 75
e TEXEL | e 168 | 126 8
&%ﬁ?@;&%‘ém REYNOLDS | 7ewgl | Mark Waterfield 69 126 72
?Eg':%:ﬁi VEUBENEER | qre K| Johnstone | Osian Rhys 67 125 76
ggﬁ???fSLgL{IE BLUE TEXEL Roje%\gurg 139 120 89
ggggg{)gPARKY BELTEX | David Thornley DPI::InieS 83 120 82
Ei':gga ALEXANDER SHROPSHIRE | A \';Vi‘b'\g E RF[;éy?hC 35 120 73
STMOBESTRO | o | o e | 0 | w |
1H7Av32\7voo 135 CHAROLLAIS Dy'al_”af‘v:ia” 97 118 75
?:IL\IF’\(I)G;TSRS PANACHE | GHAROLLAIS | HE G Davies Féfeg‘c;’ ryA 60 118 78
\L/JVE(?;;/;T% 08127 TEXEL | PL&LF Baber 105 118 70
IELISIE SUFFOLK John Key 95 118 74

Notes: BLUP run date: 01/03/2021. Analysis type: RamCompare Evaluation




Leading rams for Primal Yield — Middle Weight (2016-2020)

Since 2016, we have collected primal yield measures. These tables show the leading sires, based on five years of data.

Top Sires for Middle Weight

Breed Breeder Owner Number of | Standardised | Accuracy

(if different) progeny Value (%)
ANDERSEY
883:170545 SOUTHDOWN | Rob Beaumont 76 168 69
COURT 13090 LEADER HAMPSHIRE .
73R13090 DOWN Mike J Adams 90 160 60
KELSEY HAMPSHIRE D Smith & J
18U1600422 DOWN Atkinson 381 156 84
BALLYCREELLY 007 HAMPSHIRE Kevin 43 154 66
5451700875 DOWN McCarthy
GRAYLEN 1703022 ROMEO HAMPSHIRE Graham & Janet & 30 154 68
24Y1703022 DOWN Judith Galbraith Brian Hill
DRINKSTONE HEAVY .
WEIGHT Y68:L8 SUFFOLK Arnold Park Irene Fowlie 79 152 78
COURT 12077 GENERAL HAMPSHIRE . Simon
73R12077 DOWN Mike J Adams | \uiiame 83 146 4
GRAYLEN HAMPSHIRE Graham & 145 142 70
24Y1502085 DOWN Judith Galbraith
NORMANBY HAMPSHIRE C M Brant &
2771600403 DOWN Son 229 142 81
SIDWELL CAPTAIN HAMPSHIRE .
C471700012 DOWN Stuart Friswell 78 140 68
ESSIE .
H6:16:01143 SUFFOLK Irene Fowlie 98 138 75
KELSEY 13249 LYSANDER HAMPSHIRE D Smith & J 97 138 65
18U13249 DOWN Atkinson
DUBLIN CPT Sheep
IE041594601174F SUFFOLK Unknown Ireland 25 136 37
YARCOMBE HAMPSHIRE H C Derryman 80 136 66
30N172654 DOWN & Sons
RIDINGS DANIEL Wakeham- Patrick
218:131444 SOUTHDOWN Dawson & Harmer | Goldsworthy 36 134 66
GRAYLEN 162594 JAVELIN HAMPSHIRE | Graham & Judith 42 134 61
24Y1602594 DOWN Galbraith
DRINKSTONE TOP GUN
PJP1202836 TEXEL Arnold Park 99 132 81
ORTUM TRULINE .
78X:12:009 SUFFOLK Richard Garner 38 132 67
ASPLEY HAMPSHIRE | George & Sara
92W1801650 DOWN Wood 84 132 65
MISERDEN VINNIE
AAS/12/00783 BLUE TEXEL | A & S Andrews 50 130 70

Notes: BLUP run date: 01/03/2021. Analysis type: RamCompare Evaluation



Leading rams for Primal Yield — Haunch Weight (2016-2020)

Since 2016, we have collected primal yield measures. These tables show the leading sires, based on five years of data.

Top Sires for Front Weight

Breed Breeder Owner Number of | Standardised | Accuracy

(if different) | progeny Value (%)
ANTUR IBERS, University of
AAA1812526 TEXEL | \Wales Aberystwyth 45 152 73
MILLENNIUM BRONSON .
MIE1807006 TEXEL Michelle Moore 97 147 76
CYNIN COUNT DOWN DM&S
JRPCO030 BELTEX Unknown Prince 33 146 75
YARCOMBE 151738 HAMPSHIRE H C Derryman & Kevin 34 142 74
FLASHMAN 30N1501738 DOWN Sons McCarthy
BENNIWORTH HAMPSHIRE . -
03Y1700365 DOWN Simon Williams 71 137 78
DALBY SUPER TROOPER Stewart
17PE05884 CHAROLLAIS | Charles Sercombe Dunkley 38 137 73
EASYRAM
UK 0 304652 06765 SUFFOLK Robyn Hulme 62 137 76

Clive &

ALLISON TIZk08 MEATLING George Allison Jenny 176 130 84
GA:1612503 .

Richardson
CASTLE KELLY AJAX
ILI1700914 TEXEL James Kelly 119 127 88
RUGLEY
JER1505286 TEXEL E A & L Jackson 168 125 87
WEIR PARK
UK 0 369455 08127 TEXEL P L & L F Baber 105 124 71
FOULRICE OSPREY C W Marwood
14DG04650 CHAROLLAIS & Son 30 123 70
GRANITE UNTOUCHABLE
IGM1307611 TEXEL Bruce Ingram 68 123 85
TURBO BLUE
08441:24891 BLUE TEXEL | J & J Rodenburg 139 122 90
ALWENT WEIGHTMAN .
NTA1501109 TEXEL Doug Nesbitt 46 122 78
FOULRICE TEMPEST C W Marwood Andrew
18DG08105 GRSl A & Son Walton 29 121 76
STAINTON VANTAGE I Claybury
WPS1400599 TEXEL P K Woof Texels 59 121 86
RUGLEY
JER1505263 TEXEL E A & L Jackson 100 120 84
YARCOMBE HAMPSHIRE H C Derryman 08 119 76
30N1803071 DOWN & Sons
GLENWAY YOSEMITE
MFZ1601117 TEXEL lan Murray 43 119 43

Notes: BLUP run date: 01/03/2021. Analysis type: RamCompare Evaluation



Leading rams for Shear Force (2016-2019)*

Since 2016, we have collected shear force measurements. These tables show the leading sires, based on four years of data.
Data has yet to be processed for lambs born in 2020.

Top Sires for Middle Weight

Owner
(if different)

Number of | Standardised | Accuracy
progeny Value (%)

‘ Breed ‘ Breeder

CROGHAM LAMBERT

Crogham

Bruce

11AB00035 CHAROLLAIS Charollais Sheep Ingram 34 262 85
fgg‘F’\(‘)’S';%RS FANASIS CHAROLLAIS | H E G Davies F‘Gfegc;' rf 60 188 87
gIALﬁ(ng] y 261 8 MEATLINC George Allison 101 186 93
Ekﬂ'gga'\?'fz TEXEL Matt Hobbs 57 184 85
RSSO0 | ourouns | MMEME | M | ae | w | o
';g%’vv'f{gg;(ga CHAROLLAIS N Oughton 126 172 71
ﬁig:ﬁﬁ;‘a‘z TEXEL Alwyn Phillips 67 168 92
\E/I\’/\:lfssogga MEATLINC | ER&JE Vines 91 168 94
ﬁgﬂﬁi%%ggg SUFFOLK K A Hil 163 166 85
GRAYLEN HAMPSHIRE | Graham & Judith 145 166 84
24Y1502085 DOWN Galbraith

?ggggﬁauum MUSCLE TEXEL K I Johnstone Ifr']‘i’l‘ﬁ’;s 78 160 94
glAL:SG?;\I 57112571 MEATLINC George Allison 83 158 91
gigr%ggﬂo TEXEL Alwyn Phillips 58 158 83
g?govl\q/-gg\i POLL DORSET | Fooks Brothers Tim Pratt 156 154 82
Igg;‘o 1067 CHAROLLAIS |A D &R M Thomas 87 154 87
YARCOMBE 141320 HAMPSHIRE | H C Derryman & o . »
QUADRANT 30N1401320 DOWN Sons

g;’;‘:\é'(‘)’:’)g’fg H HA[';"C';V%:'RE Simon Williams 159 150 86
1"'&“6'\45?6?605'\' CHAROLLAIS | Derek Pickles 74 150 90
?ﬁTSzTo%gZA:\J,U CHAROLLAIS |  TL Prichard 32 150 86

Notes: BLUP run date: 01/03/2021. Analysis type: RamCompare Evaluation

*Due to COVID-19, data for the 2020 lamb crop has yet to be analysed




Next steps for RamCompare

The RamCompare project ran for five years, with the
project officially ending in December 2020. During the
coming year, and largely due to the goodwill of the
farmers involved in the project, a further season of
data collection is being undertaken.

During this interim year, we will reassess the performance
of progeny by a number of previously tested rams,

to understand a little more about robustness of our
assessments, as well as testing new rams that were
obtained for use by natural service.

In 2021, the next phase of RamCompare will commence.
This phase aims to widen the collection of abattoir
phenotypes to include data from more farms, while
investigating how abattoir traits can be routinely assessed
within Signet’s Terminal Sire evaluations.

Funding will be available for data collection and artificial
insemination (Al), as in previous years and will help to
establish additional ‘bolt-on’ projects where ram breeders
and commercial farmers are encouraged to come together
to build these valuable industry data sets.

An excellent example of this type of initiative is
‘ChazCompare’ — a progeny test run by Charollais
breeders Andrew Walton and Jamie Wild, providing
additional data to RamCompare since 2019.

ChazCompare - Leading the way in the use of

abattoir data in pedigree breeding programmes Despite only testing high-genetic-merit Charollais rams,
these breeders have already identified a difference of over

Over the last two seasons, nearly 1,000 Charollais- 1 kg in the average carcase weight of lambs produced by

cross lambs have been assessed as part of this bolt-on different sires — a difference easily worth an extra £5 per

project. This provides an extra level of information to aid lamb to their commercial customers.

ram selection decisions within the Rainbow and Redhill

Charollais flocks, as well as demonstrating the value that The next phase of RamCompare aims to inspire more

selective breeding and the use of CT scanning is adding breeders to actively follow their example and make greater

to the commercial rams sold by each flock. use of abattoir data within their breeding programmes.




RamCompare is a partnership that brings together many organisations throughout the supply chain to help take genetic
evaluation in the UK sheep industry forward. All partners have had an important role in getting RamCompare to this point.

FARMERS

Duncan Nelless lan Robertson Mark & Lynne Exelby Sion Williams

Thistleyhaugh Chawton Park Farm The Hutts Farm Bowhill Farming Limited,
Northumberland Hampshire Yorkshire Selkirk

Russel & Rhys Edwards Adrian & Lyn Coombe Richard Parry
Hendre Ifan Goch Farm Dupath Farm Mint & Mustard Produce Ltd
Bridgend Cornwall Suffolk
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AHDB is a statutory levy board, funded by farmers, growers and others in the supply chain. Our purpose is to inspire
our farmers, growers and industry to succeed in a rapidly changing world. We equip the industry with easy to use,
practical know-how which they can apply straight away to make better decisions and improve their performance.
Established in 2008 and classified as a Non-Departmental Public Body, it supports the following industries: meat
and livestock (cattle, sheep and pigs) in England; horticulture, milk and potatoes in Great Britain; and cereals and
oilseeds in the UK. AHDB’s remit covers 72 per cent of total UK agricultural output. Further information on AHDB can
be found at www.ahdb.org.uk

While the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board seeks to ensure that the information contained within this

document is accurate at the time of printing, no warranty is given in respect thereof and, to the maximum extent AH DB
permitted by law, the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board accepts no liability for loss, damage or injury
howsoever caused (including that caused by negligence) or suffered directly or indirectly in relation to information ~

and opinions contained in or omitted from this document.

© Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board 2021. All rights reserved.



